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THY, LATE PERCIVAL K. W ST, JOHN:

Pargr St John, who died on Avgust 12, was bors in Melbowne an May
I}, 1872. Tlis [@lher .was -a-taxidermist in Nourke Street and supplied
soological sprcimens Lo-the -maseums of Europe.

Tncpeclible as it now seems to e, iLwas from oy i a tvee i the Botaune
Gardens that | fivst Taced him. | was the culprit i searclt af e’ eges af
the tree 'sparrow. o nncomtnon lird forty vears ago, when T owas #
flodghinig of @ghl vears. As the years drow on there has heen a, cértan
paralichsm wn our caveers and T have Tmows him s play and worl, ‘and
deeply regret hic death. | a

{1 is recorded in the Viclerian Governmenst Gazerte that P. R H. 5t Jolhn
commenced dutics in the Botanic Gardens ar the tender age of eleven years-—
July, 1883, He was appreaticed to sym- and label-riting, i which Ju
bectwe Tamous, Even as a child his love of natural history made itself
apparent, and his parentage and position 1 the Gardens tended 1o foster
this taste, Fle grew up an ao atmosphere charged with the very scicnge
he was toifo 0 much to advanree.

Few Victomails ever haive Tnowir, o evir will know, the names of plats
as he didh  Side by side with his self-education i botany, he became
antist skilled in bjack-and-white and wagev-colonr, He was expeit in the
deterniivation of hirds and a4 skilld mimic of theiy «alls, He had
Qevelaped an wieamiy sense of direction and was expert in busheraft,  As
a youth he supplamented his meagre salary by collecting for the benevelent
Daran van Mueller, wha paid him for dried speeintens and seeds callected
an his vavious hotanical explovations, With the Melbonrne Walkers® Claly
he travelled thousands of miles, even as far as Cape yerard

He spreialized in horticulture, "mative plante, and theiv economic value
lo the public,. With the late Dr. Fleber Greev he did valmable rescarches
o Bucalyptos audl olher essennal oils) with My, Russell Grimwade he
shudied the species mast stitable for garden planting.  In 1919, i company
with 1. W, Audas. he made a hownical suevey of Wilson's Promontory,
Arnicles appearmy i this journal during the years 1910 and 19011 weve the
amteame of hus researches, whilst the material is set aside in the National
Flerbarium as o special mllection

He jomed the Feld Naturalkets' Club w1908 and became President v
1999-1930. Here be will be rememhered Tor his artistic arrangement of the
speeial navive collections staged by the Botanic Gardens at our flower
shows., Umder the direction of the Jate J. Cronin, be greatly mereased the
extent of the Australian berder at the Hotanic Gardens. o was promoted
Lo the position of HWead Gardener e July, 1917, and later became Classifier
and was in charge of the Ecanomic Museuni.  After an extensjon of weryice
e rewred in 1938, thus concluding o fanhful public carecr of 5% yourw

The cumulabive result of his kuowledees, which be was evet teady tr
patss air, thoneh guel, was fac-reaching and decp, T F Marres,

TXHIRITS AT AUCUST MEETING

Mrs, & Feench- Bundhi of notive flowers (B spp.) garvdensprown al
Canterbury.

Mrs, 1. 1. Feeasie . Marine spucituens, and com wing showang the claw,

Mr. Tam Grifhths- Books of pressed ferps, including Dryopteris
shepherari, Polvstichum adiandiferate, Doodia condate, D. scdin, Asploninme
ehdwsatunr andl many athers,

Mr. Ivo C. Hammel : Gatden-grown native flowers,

Mr. T1. T Reeyes: Colonred photographs of native flowers.



